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Current 
Literature 
Material appearing below ' is thought to be of par-
ticular interes t to Linacre Quarte rly readers because 
of its m oral, religious, or philosophic content. The 
medical literature constitutes the primary, but not 
the sole source of such material. In general, abstracts 
are intended to re flect the substance of the o riginal 
article. Contributions and comments fro m readers 
are invited. (E. G. Lafore t, M.D., 2000 Washington 
St., Newton Lower Falls, MA 02162) 
Trebbin WM: Hemodialysis and preg· 
nancy. JAMA 241:1811·1812 27 
Apr 1979. 
There is concern about continuing a 
pregnancy when it is complicated by 
renal failure sufficiently severe to re-
quire dialysis. Experience has indio 
cated, however, that survival of the 
fetus, and even conception, are pos-
si ble un der these circumstances. 
Curie· Cohen M, Luttrell L, Shapiro S: 
Current practice of artificial insem· 
ination by donor in the United 
States. New Eng J Med 300:585· 
59015 March 1979. 
Data from 3,576 AID births in 
1977 were analyzed. AID was used not 
only to treat infertility but also to pre-
vent transmission of genetic disease. 
Ten percent of practitioners in this 
series employed AID for single 
women. 
Behrman SJ: Artificial insemination 
and public policy (editorial). New 
Eng J Med 300:619·620 15 March 
1979 (comment on article of Curie· 
Cohen et al.). 
An n ually in the United States 
6,000-10,000 children are conceived 
by artificial insemination. Despite this, 
the social and moral attitudes are hos-
tile and the legal aspects ambiguous. 
Curie-Cohen and colleagues show that 
the indications for AID are being ex-
panded beyond treatment of infertility 
to include prevention of genetic dis-
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ease. Furthermore, the procedure was 
used for single women or lesbian 
couples in 10 percent of their patient 
population. (The article by Curie-
Cohen states 10 percent of practition-
ers, not 10 percent of patient popula· 
tion. - Ed.) State law on AID is un-
even and evasive. This is primarily due 
to opposition by certain church 
groups. It is strange that this proce-
dure should have uncertain legal and 
moral status when it involves a spon-
taneous abortion rate no higher than 
normal and brings children into an 
ideal home environment. 
Cousins N: Medical ethics: is there a 
broader view? JAMA 241:2711· 
271222 June 1979. 
The purview of medical ethics has 
tended to be selective and even restric-
tive, dealing with such specific issues 
as the right to health care, human ex-
perimentation, and confidentiality. 
However, it should also be concerned 
with broader societal issues, specifical-
ly those of government morality such 
as armament, nuclear power, and vio-
lence. 
Fye WB: Active euthanasia: an histo~. 
ical survey of its conceptual origins 
and introduction into medical 
thought. Bull Hist Med 52 :492·502 
Winter 1978. 
Al though active euthanasia has 
probably occurred through history, it 
did not become a topic of discussion 
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until the late 19th Century. It was pro-
scribed by the Hippocratic Oath and 
by Judeo-Christian teaching. More, in 
his Utopia (1516), seemed to favor 
active euthanasia but this had little im-
pact on medical practice. The topic fig-
ured heavily in the "romanticism" of 
early 19th Century Germany, and in 
the second half of this century the in-
fluence of theology on Western culture 
began to wane. In 1870 an English 
schoolmaster, Samuel D. Williams, Jr., 
of Birmingham, openly advocated 
active euthanasia, but his proposals 
were overlooked or ignored by the 
medical profession. In 1879, the South 
Carolina Medical Association discussed 
the topic and concluded that euthana-
sia was murder, although there were 
dissenting voices. In the 1880's, the 
su bject was actively de bated in the 
American medical literature, and a dis-
tinction was made between "active" 
and " passive" euthanasia in an 1884 
editorial in the Boston Medical and 
Surgical Journal. As the 19th Century 
closed, there were few significant med-
ical contributions to the subject of 
active euthanasia, and emphasis shifted 
to its legal aspects. 
Editorial: What is to be done with the 
XYY fetus? Brit Med J 1:1519-
1520 9 June 1979. 
Selective abortion to avoid the 
birth of defective infants has become 
widespread as a result of the availabil-
ity of prenatal chromosome analysis. 
Some chromosome defects may be 
identified which do not cause gross 
abnormality - 47XYY is an example. 
The putative increase of asocial behav-
ior in XYY males has not been proven 
but is strongly suspected. A prospec-
tive study at Harvard Medical School 
which attempted to resolve the issue 
was abandoned because of violent crit-
icism. Since the facts are not known, 
the proper course of action when XYY 
is discovered prenatally remains a di-
lemma. 
November, 1979 
Gray BH, Cooke RA, Tannenbaum 
AS: Research involving human sub-
jects: the performance of institu-
tional review boards is assessed in 
this empirical study. Science 201: 
1094-1101 22 Sept 1978. 
Fe derally mandated institutional 
review boards (IRBs) arose in an effort 
to protect human subjects involved in 
research. IRBs have had some direct 
effect on about half of the proposals 
reviewed. A major persisting problem 
is that of informed consent and relates 
to the content of the consent form 
rather than to the way the consent was 
obtained. Serious efforts should be 
made to improve the effectiveness of 
IRBs. 
Stahlman MT: Ethical dilemmas in 
perinatal medicine. J Pediat 94: 516-
520 March 1979. 
Abortion is permissible only before 
the conceptus achieves the ability to 
become independently "human," i.e., 
only in the first half of pregnancy. All 
live-born infants, regardless of birth 
weight or gestational age, should be 
resuscitated; the decision about pro-
longing such treatment should be 
made by the responsible physician. 
Biomedical research on children, in-
fants, and fetuses is a necessity but re-
quires suitable safeguards. 
379 
AUTHOR INDEX - VOL. 46, 1979 
Barry, Rev. Robert, D.P. 
Book Review: Health Care Ethics-
Benedict M. Ashley, O.P. and Kevin D. 
O 'Rourke, O.P., Feb., 91 . 
Barry, Rev. Robert, D.P. 
Self-Consciousness and Personhood, 
May, 141 . 
Benjamin, Walter W., Ph.D. 
Book R eview: lmplications of History 
and Ethics to Medicine: Veterinary 
and Human - Laurence B. McCul· 
lough and James Polk Morris, Ill, eds., 
May, 188. 
Benjamin, Walter W., Ph.D. 
Do You Want Johnny to lnherit Your 
Black Bag?, May, 118. 
Boyle, Joseph M., Jr. 
Book Review: Abortion: New Direc· 
tion for Policy Studies - Edwin 
Manier, William Liu and David Sol· 
oman, eds., May, 180. 
Brennan, John J., M.D. 
Book Review: Abortion, The Great In· 
justice - H. P. Dunn, M.D., Aug., 283. 
Brennan, John J., M.D. 
Book Review: The Joy in Planning 
Your Family - Carman and Jean Fal· 
lace, Aug., 284. 
Brennan, John J ., M.D. 
Book Review: The New Birth Control 
Program - Christine Garfink, R.N. and 
Hank Pizer, P.A., Aug., 282. 
Buckholdt, David R., Ph.D. 
Book Review: "In Our Professional 
Opinion . .... - Wendy Carlton, Aug., 
280. 
Byrne, Rev. Robert H. 
Non-Therapeutic Experimentation on 
Children: Moral Issues, Feb., 43. 
Cahill, Lisa Sowle 
Book Review: Ethics at the Edges of 
Life -Paul Ramsey, Feb., 87. 
Cavanagh, Ronald J ., M.D. 
The Program, The Psychiatrist and the 
Individual, Feb., 55. 
380 
Deddens, Rev. Clarence 
Human Consent, Feb. , 38. 
Diamond, Eugene F., M.D. 
Book Review: "In Our Professional 
Opinion . .. "- Wendy Carlton, Aug., 
279. 
Diamond, Eugene F ., M.D. 
The Bakke Decision and Catholic 
Applicants to Medical School, Aug., 
209. 
Diamond, Eugene F., M.D. 
President's Page, Nov., 295. 
Dilanni, Rev. Albert, S.M. 
Book Review: The Moral Choice-
Daniel Maguire, Aug., 284. 
Doyle, Fr. Walter Terence 
Doctors, May, 148. 
Dunn, H. P., M.D., 
Letter from New Zealand, May, 105. 
Elko, Most Rev. Nicholas T., D.D., 
LL.D., Litt.D. 
Safe Practice Insurance, Aug., 207. 
Elko, Most Rev. Nicholas T ., D.D., 
LL.D., Litt.D. 
Doctors at Current Crossroads, May, 
106. 
Fauser, Patricia, Ph.D. 
Brain Death Debate: New Perspectives 
on Old Philosophical Questions, Aug., 
228. 
Ford, James H. , M.D. 
Birth Control for Teenagers: Diagram 
for Disaster, Feb., 71 . 
Gendron, Rev. Louis, S.J. 
Some Moral Problems Connected with 
Psychological Testing of Religious, 
Se minarians and Candidates, May, 
167. 
Gendrop, Sylvia, R.N., M.S. 
N ursing - Growth in Accountability, 
May, 149. 
Gow, Haven Bradford 
Book Review: Official Catholic Teach-
ings: Love and Sexuality - Odile M. 
Liebard, ed., May, 179. 
Linacre Quarterly 
Hanify, Edward B. 
The Contagion of Irreverence, Feb., 
27. 
Harvey, Rev. John F., O.S. F.S., S.T .D. 
Reflections on a Retreat for Clerics 
with Homosexual Tendencies, May, 
136. 
Horan, Dennis J. 
The "Right to Die": Legislative and 
Judicial Developments, Feb., 57. 
Kanoti, Prof. George A. 
Book Review: The Moral Choice-
Daniel Maguire, Aug., 287. 
Laforet, Eugene G., M.D. 
Current Literature, Feb., 95; Nov., 
368. 
Lisson, Edwin L., S.J., S.T.D. 
Living or Dying in .a Coma: Legalizing 
the Definition of Brain Death, Aug., 
256. 
Lorenzetti, Rev. Msgr. Dino J . 
From the Spiritual Advisor, Feb., 3; 
May, 101 ; Aug., 201; Nov., 293. 
Maestri, Rev. William F. 
The Role of Physician as Ch ristian 
Healer, Aug., 214. 
Mangan, Rev. Joseph T., S.J. 
Helping Collegians Develop a Moral 
Code by Which to Live, May, 160. 
Mark, Vernon, M.D. , F.A.C.S. 
Book Review: The Self and Its Brain: 
An Argument for Interactionism-
Carl R. Popper and John C. Eccles, 
May, 178. 
May, William E. 
F er tility Awareness and Sexuality, 
Feb., 20. 
Meilaender, Gilbert, Ph.D. 
The Fetus as Parasite and Mushroom: 
Judith Jarvis Thomson 's Defense of 
Abortion, May, 126. 
Moraczewski, Rev. Albert S., O.P., Ph.D. 
In Vitro Fertilization and Christian 
Marriage, Nov., 302. 
Moreno, Rev. Antonio, O.P. 
Depth Psychology, Ethics and Mental 
Therapy, Aug., 220. 
Mullooly, John P., M.D. 
From the Editor's Desk, May, 103; 
Aug., 203. 
November, 1979 
Newman, Dr. M. J. D., F.R.C.P. 
Beyond Professionalism: Medicine and 
the Human Spirit, Aug., 249. 
O'Donnell, Rev. Thomas J ., S.J. 
Book Review: Health Care Ethics-
Benedict M. Ashley, O.P. and Kevin D. 
O'Rourke, O.P. , Feb., 93. 
O'Donoghue, Dr. Robert F. 
Letter from Ireland, Nov., 292. 
O'Reilly, Sean, M.D., F .R.C.P. 
Bioethics: Whence Do We Derive the 
Norms?, Nov., 337. 
Paris, John J ., S.J. 
Book Review: Ethics at the Edges of 
Life - Paul Ramsey, Feb., 89 
Paul, Robert, M.D. 
Letter from Finland, Nov., 291. 
Preston, Willard F., M.D. 
The Unborn Child, Feb., 50. 
Punzo, Vincent C., Ph.D. 
Book Review: Medical Ethics and 
Social Change - Bernard Barber, ed., 
May, 190. 
Ricotta, Joseph J., M.D. 
President's Page, Feb., 5; May, 99; 
Aug., 199. 
Riley, Most Rev. Lawrence J., S.T.D., 
LL.D. 
The Catholic Physician and ·Morality in 
Contemporary Society, Feb., 9. 
Rossi, Phillip J., S.J. 
"Rights" Are Not Enough: Prospects 
for a New Approach, May, 109. 
Sade, Robert M., M.D. 
Concept of Rights: Philosophy and 
Application to Health Care, Nov., 330. 
Scerbo, Joseph, S.A. 
Healing and the Kingdom of God, 
Nov., 335. 
Schwartz, Michael 
Birth Control for Teenagers: Diagram 
for Disaster, Feb., 71. 
Scott, Jeanne Marie 
Who Killed Gladys Werlich? A Medi· 
cal·Legal Moral Dilemma, Feb., 82. 
381 
Shannon, Thomas A ., Ph.D . 
Book Review: Encyclopedia of Bio-
ethics - Warren T. Reich, ed., May, 
182. 
Slesinski, Rev. Robert 
Contraception and the Christian Insti-
tution, Aug., 264. 
Smith, Rev. William B., S.T.D. 
Virtue and Medical Practice, Aug., 
240. 
Sullivan, Rev. Daniel, S.J., Ph.D. 
Agromedicine: Ecological Basis for 
Ethical Concern, Nov., 352. 
Whitehead, K. D. 
Family Life Education, Nov., 342. 
Wright, John Cardinal 
Something Worth Celebrating, Nov., 
319. 
TITLE INDEX - VOL. 46, 1979 
Agromedicine: Ecological Basis for 
Ethical Concern, Rev. Daniel Sullivan, 
S.J., Ph.D., Nov., 352. 
Bakke Decision and Catholic Appli-
cants to Medical College, The, Eugene 
F. Diamond, M.D., Aug., 209. 
Beyond Professionalism : Medicine and 
the Human Spirit, Dr. M. J. D. New-
man, F.R.C.P., Aug., 249. 
Bioethics: Whence Do We Derive the 
Norms? Sean O 'Reilly, M.D., F.R.C.P., 
Nov., 337. 
Birth Control for Teenagers: Diagram 
for Disaster, James H. Ford, M.D. and 
Michael Schwartz, Feb., 71. 
BOOK REVIEWS, Feb., 87; May, 178; 
Aug., 279; Nov., 361 . 
• Abortion: New Direction for Policy 
Studies - Edward Manier, William 
Liu and David Soloman, eds. (re-
viewed by Joseph M. Boyle, Jr., 
Ph.D.), May , 180. 
• Abohion, The Great Injustice, by 
H. P. Dunn, M.D. (reviewed by 
John J. Brennan, M.D.), Aug. , 283. 
• Ann Landers Encyclopedia, The 
(reviewed by John J. Farrell), Nov., 
361. 
• Encyclopedia of Bioethics-
Warren T. Reich, ed. (reviewe d by 
Thomas A . Shannon, Ph.D. ), May, 
J82. 
• Ethics at the Edges of Life, by Paul 
Ramsey (reviewed by Lisa Sowle 
Cahill and John J. Paris, S.J.), Fe b. , 
87 and 89. 
382 
• Health Care Ethics, by Benedict M. 
Ashley, O.P. and Kevin D. 
O'Rourke, O.P. (reviewed by Rev. 
Robert Barry, o.P. and Rev. Thom-
as J. O'Donnell, S.J.), Fe b., 91 and 
93. 
• Implications of History and Ethics 
to Medicine: Veterinary and Hu-
man - Laurence B. McCullough 
and James Polk Morris, III, eds. (re-
viewed by Walter W. Benjamin, 
Ph.D.), May, 188. 
• "In Our Professional Opinion . . . ", 
by W<mdy Carlton (reviewed by 
Eugene F. Diamond, M.D. and 
David R. Buckholdt, Ph.D.), Aug., 
279 and 280. 
• Joy in Planning Your Family, The, 
by Carman and Jean Fallace (re· 
viewed by John J. Brennan, M.D.), 
Aug., 224. 
• Making Medical Choices : Who Is 
Responsible? by Jane J. Stein (re-
viewed by Thomas A. Shannon), 
Nov., 367. 
• Medical Ethics and Social Change -
Bernard Barber, ed. (reviewed by 
Vincent C. Punzo, Ph.D.), May, 
190. 
• Moral 
Maguire 
DiJanni, 
Kanoti, 
287. 
Choice, The, by Daniel 
(reviewed by Rev. Albert 
S.M. and Prof George A. 
S. T.D.), Aug., 284 and 
• New Birth Control Program, The, 
by Christine Garfink, R.N. and 
Hank Pizer, P.A. (revie wed by John 
J. Brennan, M.D.), Aug., 282. 
Linacre Quarterly 
